Monday, November 3, 2003
Job 32:1 - 34:37

In the days of both the Old and New Testaments a man had to be at least thirty years old before he was considered mature enough to be listened to in any matter of importance. Elihu now enters the discussion. Though immature according to custom, he has had enough of this argument in which each side seems only to be able to repeat their own assumption over and over. Now they have exhausted their words and are too angry to speak anymore. Elihu sees his opportunity and steps in. He is almost as frustrated as the other four. 

We have all been in a similar situation, standing along side a discussion that’s going nowhere but down. Frequently we may note that neither side is making much sense. Their opinions have become hardened along with their heads. What we can see as the obvious solution to the argument seems to be totally out of sight in the discussion going on before us. What a temptation to step in while the others are getting a breath and say, “I know this is none of my business, but have you thought of….”?  True, the tactic may not often be welcome, but we can identify with Elihu’s sudden outburst.

Elihu also reminds us that when we argue, especially in front of the younger folks that we think should respect our opinions, we should keep our minds as open as our mouths. If anger dominates our discussion, or if reason flies out of sight in favor of sarcasm, how can an observer sense anything to respect? Elihu is beginning to speak his mind and will continue for a number of chapters. Will he say anything that hasn’t already been shouted?

[image: image1.png]



